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Our Plan 
 

St. George CCSD No. 258 Return to School Plan provides for a robust educational experience every school 

day with an emphasis on in-person instruction this year.   The District plan adheres to current 

recommendations from the Kankakee County Health Department (KCHD), Illinois Department of Public 

Health (IDPH), Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC), and the Illinois State Board of Education 

(ISBE) guidelines for policies and procedures to reduce the risk to our students and staff of spreading 

illness.   As the current pandemic situation is evolving and changing, this plan is subject to changes and 

modifications related to new guidance issued by KCHD, IDPH, CDC, and/or ISBE.  

 

Our Pledge 
 

St. George CCSD No. 258 is committed to providing a safe and healthy learning environment for students 

and staff while following procedures from KCHD, IDPH, CDC, and ISBE to reduce the spread of illness. The 

District is committed to providing academic, social, and emotional support for our students and staff 

through the return to in-person learning. 
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Planning Considerations 

Friday, August 20, 2021, is the first day of school for all students.  The State of Illinois is currently in Phase 

5 of the Restore Illinois Plan.  At times throughout the year, local and state officials may recommend 

moving to a different phase of the Restore Illinois Plan.  If the State moves into a different phase, St. George 

CCSD No. 258 may be required to switch to a different learning model. 

Learning Model  

According to ISBE, “Beginning with the 2021-22 school year, all schools must resume fully  in-person 

learning for all student attendance days, provided that, pursuant to 105 ILCS 5/10-30 and 105 ILCS 5/34-

18.66, remote instruction be made available for students who have not received a COVD-19 vaccine or who 

are not eligible for the COVID-19 vaccine, only while they are under quarantine consistent with guidance 

or requirements from a local public health department or the Illinois Department of Public Health.” 

 

At the August 19, 2021 Regular Board of Education Meeting, the St. George CCSD No. 258 Board of 

Education determined the policy related to the form of delivery for quarantine students as follows:  Remote 

Learning for quarantined students will be asynchronous (electronic and or paper copies to be sent home) 

similar to the 2019-2020 school year.   

 
 
 

School Day Schedule  

All students in Grades PreK - 8 will resume their regular bell schedule.  

School days will begin at:  

PreK AM…………………………………………..7:50 a.m. - 10:55 a.m. 

PreK PM…………………………………………12:15 a.m. - 3:20 p.m. 

Kindergarten - 4th grades……………..…7:50 a.m. – 2:35 p.m. 

5th-8th grades…………..……………………..8:20 a.m. – 3:15 p.m.  

Students will attend school five days per week as full school days. 

 

Capacity  

Capacity for classrooms and common spaces will be determined based upon guidelines set forth by the 

ISBE and IDPH, which includes spacing/distancing of three (3) feet to the greatest extent possible.  Small 

group instruction for guided reading, guided math, speech, social work, etc., may limit the ability to 

maintain three (3) feet of distance.  
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Health & Wellness  

1.  Face Coverings  

On Wednesday, August 4th, 2021,  Illinois Governor JB Pritzker announced that indoor universal 
face covering is required for students, teachers, staff, and visitors at all PreK-12 public and 
private schools in Illinois effective immediately. This new Executive Order (2021-18) is part of the 
state’s ongoing effort to combat a new surge of COVID-19 cases.   

St. George CCSD No. 258 Board of Education and Administration are required to enforce this legal 
mandate. In addition to the health and safety risks, failure to comply compromises accreditation 
with the State of Illinois. In addition to total loss of State and Federal funding, loss of accreditation 
means that our students would not be eligible to participate in any Illinois Elementary School 
Association (IESA) athletic programs or activities. The District will be held liable in legal 
proceedings related to not enforcing the face-covering mandate.  

All persons, regardless of vaccination status, must wear a face covering at all times when in transit 
to and from school on school buses. This is in accordance with the CDC Order, in effect as of 
February 1, 2021, which requires “the wearing of face coverings by people on public transportation 
conveyances or on the premises of transportation hubs to prevent the spread of the virus that 
causes COVID-19.”  

St. George CCSD No. 258 will enforce the face-covering requirement. Failure to follow the face-
covering requirement will result in: 

1.  Students will be counseled regarding face-covering expectations.  
2. Students will be provided a face covering. 
3. Students will be provided the opportunity to wear a face-covering. 

Failure to follow face-covering requirements will result in a suspension. Student suspension related 
to refusal to wear a face-covering is enforceable as it poses a substantial threat of health risk to 
public safety. 

 

2. Social Distancing & Hygiene 
a. Given the state mandate for social distancing and proper hygiene, signage is located 

throughout the building as a reminder to staff and students.  Students are seated at least 
three (3) feet from one another whenever possible. Small group instruction may require 
students to be closer than three (3) feet for brief periods of time. 

b. Physical contact is prohibited unless a safety issue arises.  
c. Frequent hand washing/cleaning will occur throughout the day with both soap and water 

for at least 20 seconds.  Hand sanitizer that contains at least 60% alcohol will also be used 
frequently.   

d. Hand sanitizer is available in common areas throughout the building and in all classrooms. 
e. Proper hygiene includes washing hands upon arrival and departure from school; after 

blowing nose, coughing, sneezing; following restroom use; before food preparation or 
before or after eating; before/after routine care of another person; upon returning from the 
playground/PE; and following glove removal.  

f. Students should avoid touching their eyes, nose, and mouth.  
g. Students and staff will follow a highway model in hallways, in which traffic will be two-way 

with three (3) feet distances maintained between students.  
h. Students will face the same direction in the classroom, as feasible. 
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3.  Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) 
a. Gloves and other Personal Protective Equipment (PPE) must be used as needed when 

assisting students who require close contact. 
b. Sneeze guards have been installed in the office and access to visitors is limited. 

4. Screenings & Symptoms 
Self-certification daily for symptoms of illness or exposure to COVID-19 is no longer required by 
IDPH or the CDC. Students and staff should stay home or they will be sent home if they have:  99.9 
degrees or above temperature, cough, sore throat, nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, chills, muscle or body 
aches, headache, new loss of taste or smell, shortness of breath or difficulty breathing, fatigue, 
congestion or runny nose, or unvaccinated and a known close contact with a person who has been 
diagnosed with COVID 19.  This list does not include all possible symptoms and is subject to change 
based on CDC guidance. 
 

a. No return to school or work can occur until fever-free for 24 hours without medication. 
b. Any student who has a temperature over 99.9 degrees will be sent to a designated area by 

the main office and remain there until he/she is picked up by a parent or guardian.  A staff 
member who has a temperature over 99.9 degrees will be sent home. 

The “Test to Stay” option is not recognized by the Kankakee County Health Department (KCHD) as 
an option for schools at this time in the county. 

5. Isolation/Quarantine/Contact Tracing - Exclusion School/Work 

Students and staff who test positive or who are symptomatic for COVID-19 must isolate per CDC/ 
IDPH guidelines.  

For all individuals where exposure occurred outside of the classroom setting and for adults in the 
indoor PK-12 classroom setting, CDC defines a close contact as an individual not fully vaccinated 
against COVID-19 who was within 6 feet of an infected person for a cumulative total of 15 minutes 
or more over a 24-hour period. These individuals require quarantine. 

For students in the classroom setting, contacts who were within 3 to 6 feet of an infected student do 
not require quarantine as long as both the positive student and the contact were consistently 
masked. If they were not consistently masked, then close contacts are classroom students who were 
within 6 feet of the infected student for a cumulative total of 15 minutes or more over a 24-hour 
period.  

Students and staff who are fully vaccinated with no COVID-19-like symptoms do not need to 
quarantine or be restricted from school or extracurricular activities. CDC recommends that fully 
vaccinated individuals test three to five days after close contact exposure to someone with 
suspected or confirmed COVID-19. 

The District is awaiting a revised IDPH Exclusion Decision Tree, available at IDPH Exclusion 
Decision Tree (last updated 5/4/2021). 

6. Medically Fragile or High-Risk Students 
a. School administration will work with parents and the student’s medical provider to 

determine safe alternatives to in-person instruction.  
b. Appropriate consents must be obtained for communication with outside providers. 

https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
https://www.isbe.net/Documents/IDPH-COVID19-Exclusion-Decison-Tree.pdf
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Visitors  
 

At this time, the District is again restricting visitors to the school campus during the school day.  
1. Visitors are restricted to authorized personnel only.  All visitors must wear an appropriate face 

covering and report to the main office.   
2. Visitors who refuse to follow the face-covering requirements are not allowed to enter the building.  
3. Until further notice, parents are limited to the main office during the school day. 

 

Classrooms & Common Areas 

According to the CDC, when no people with confirmed or suspected COVID-19 are known to have been in a 
space, cleaning once a day is usually enough to sufficiently remove viruses that may be on surfaces and help 
maintain a healthy facility. 

1. Classrooms 
a. Student desks are arranged three (3) feet apart where possible and students face the same 

direction. 
b. Students must use their own school supplies and keep their belongings separate throughout 

the day. 
c. Students, where applicable, will rotate between classes staying 3 feet apart and follow 

designated traffic flow patterns. 
d. Student movement outside is encouraged throughout the day when possible and weather 

permitting. Face coverings may be removed outside and social distancing should be 
practiced.  

e. Some classes may be held fully or partially outside, weather permitting. 
f. To limit exposure to other students and staff, recess is separated by classes and grade-level 

cohorts.  
g. Students must remain in their seats to the greatest extent possible. 
h. Hands are to be sanitized when entering the classroom. 
i. Classrooms are cleaned daily.  
j. Students should bring a water bottle to school and take it home each day.  
k. Water bottles should be filled prior to arriving at school. 
l. Students and staff are encouraged not to share electronics or supplies. 
m. Electronics are not to be shared by students or staff. 
n. Hand sanitizer must be used before and after handling books. 
o. All student materials must be labeled with the student’s name. If supplies come to school 

that are not labeled, the school will label them with the student’s name including PE shoes.  
p. In most classrooms, only student desks, chairs, and a teacher desk remain in the room to  
q. Handshaking, high fives, or other physical contact is discouraged to reduce the spread of 

COVID-19. 

2. Common Areas 
a. Common areas including restrooms and frequently touched surfaces are cleaned daily. 
b. Students and staff must observe three (3) feet spacing in common areas including tables 

and furniture.  

3. Physical Education  
a. PE will focus on fitness, health, and wellness. 
b. Whenever feasible and weather permitting, PE will be outdoors. 
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c. PE activities allow for physical distancing. 
d. Handshaking, high fives, or other physical contact is discouraged. 
e. Equipment is cleaned daily. 
f. Students may not use locker rooms at this time. Activities allow students to participate 

without changing clothing.  

4. Music/Band 
a. Students must not share musical equipment. 
b. Students must have their own equipment during music. 
c. Students must wear face coverings. 
d. Students in music participate in meaningful activities including singing while students are 

universally masked.  
 

5. LRC - Library  

Library time and lessons will resume.  
 

6. Lunch 

St. George School students will eat lunch in the cafeteria at individual lunch tables. All 
families qualify for free lunch for the 2021-2022 school year. 

Social & Emotional Learning (SEL) 

1. Teachers continue to implement the SEL curricula, i.e. Second Step, Kimochis, and other resource 
activities. 

2. Teachers use supplementary materials to focus on the impact of COVID-19. 

Related Services | Special Education - IEP (Individual Education Plan) & EL 
(English Learners) 

1. Related Services and special education meetings may be held via phone or video conferencing 
platforms (Zoom or Google), whenever possible. 

2. The Special Education Department remains in contact and supports families throughout the school 
year. 

3. IEP evaluations and meetings continue to follow the required timelines. 
4. IEP teams meet to discuss service to best ensure student success. 
5. EL students continue to receive services through the district EL teacher. 

Technology 

1. Every K-8 student is assigned an individual device for learning.   
2. K-2 students have touchscreen Chromebooks. Grades 3-8 are issued a standard Chromebook. 
3. Parents may request a district device. Devices are the responsibility of the parent and a technology 

contract must be completed to check out the device. Students are responsible for transporting the 
device back and forth between home and school. Extra devices, if the student’s device is left at 
home, are not available. 
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Athletics & Activities 

The District will follow CDC, ISBE, and IESA guidelines.  The universal face-covering requirement is 
inclusive of youth sports and activities, with masks required for ALL INDOOR education activities and 
services as well as ALL INDOOR extracurricular activities and sports.  In line with CDC guidance, masks 
are not required for activities that are held OUTDOORS where transmission risks and rates are lower.  
This policy is subject to change as St. George CCSD No. 258 continues to monitor guidance and 
mandates. 

 

Facilities & Transportation 

1.  Hallways & Main office 
a. Students and staff maintain three (3 feet of physical distance  
b. Students and staff must use face coverings. 
c. Clear and visible signage is posted as a reminder of social distancing and the need for face 

coverings at entryways, hallways, classrooms, and common areas. 
 

2. Restrooms & Drinking Fountains 
a. Restroom capacity is posted outside of restrooms. 
b. Staff and students are required to wear face coverings in restrooms at all times. 
c. Several drinking fountains are available as bottle-filling stations. Regular drinking fountains 

are not available. 
 

3. Transportation 

All persons, regardless of vaccination status, must wear a face mask at all times when in transit to 
and from school on school buses. This is in accordance with the CDC Order, in effect as of February 
1, 2021, which requires “the wearing of masks by people on public transportation conveyances or 
on the premises of transportation hubs to prevent the spread of the virus that causes COVID-19.”   

a. Students should be instructed and reminded frequently by parents and caregivers to remain 
in their assigned seats and keep their face coverings on their faces. 

b. Visual guides are placed on the bus to assist students with expectations. 
c. Students are assigned seats and will sit with members of the same household whenever 

possible. 
d. Students and parents waiting at the bus stop should maintain three (3) feet of social 

distance. 

       4. Playground 

 

    The playground is available for student use. 
 

       5. Arrival & Dismissal 

a. Students will proceed to their classrooms while maintaining three (3) feet of distance 
between each other.  

b. Students will arrive/depart through staggered entry/exit points to limit exposure.  
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c. Bus students will utilize a designated entry and exit point. 
d. Hand sanitizer will be available to students at points of entry. 
e. Parents will wait in the assigned pick-up zone. Parents may exit the vehicle to assist 

students with securing a car seat, but parents should stay close to their cars and not walk up 
sidewalks to meet students. 

f. Parents should not stop in the office during arrival or dismissal but should call the main 
office or email questions in order to limit the number of guests in the front office at one 
time.  

        6.  Before & After Care 

Bourbonnais Park District will resume before and after school care at St. George School. Drop-off 
and pick-up will be in the north parking lot.  

 

School Closure Plan - CDC Guidance 
St. George CCSD No. 258 is prepared for possible closures that may occur throughout the year. The 
KCHD may recommend brief closures or local circumstances may indicate the need for closures. In 
these situations, remote learning will be used for the school closure. 

 
 

Conclusion 
The Return to School Plan is subject to change based upon additional guidance from KCHD, IDPH, CDC, 
and ISBE. Questions can be directed to the principal’s office or the superintendent’s office at 815-933-
1503, or by email to cjohnston@sg258.org or hboehrnsen@sg258.org. 
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